
TESTIMONY TO THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE ON RAISED BILL S.B. 948, AN ACT ADDRESSING
EDUCATION FUNDING AND RACIAL EQUITY

March 3, 2021

Co-Chairs Senator McCrory and Representative Sanchez, Ranking Members Senator Berthel and Representative
McCarty, and distinguished members of the Education Committee:

My name is Jasmin Guevara. I am a resident of Bridgeport and a Junior at the University of New Haven. I am also
a member of FaithActs for Education and am here to speak in support of SB 948.

SB 948, An Act Addressing Education Funding and Racial Equity in Connecticut is exciting to me as a big sister
to a 11th grader, who attends Fairchild Wheeler in Bridgeport because she won’t have to go through the same
experience I had to go through in college. This will allow her to feel at the same level like everyone else and not
become an outsider.

I am a Fairchild Wheeler Alumni and I was fortunate enough to receive a scholarship through a local foundation,
the Daniel Trust foundation, to afford tutoring outside of my school and score well on the SAT. Once I started
school at the University of New Haven, I still felt slightly behind, though. I received one of the best public
educations my city had to offer and I still run into public school graduates from Connecticut suburbs who
showed up to college a lot more prepared than I was. This shows that even when we think we are adding
enough to a schools education/budget/curriculum, it will never be enough.

Personally I have not been able to see change nor fairness throughout the years. Bridgeport students have to
express a strong character and determination to make something of themselves. This is due to the lack of
support from leaders. If no one is showing interest in them, then who will? Students are lacking support and
motivation to attend classes everydays. If there are students attending class, it is because of the goals and
driven personality they have had to build for themselves!

Currently, I tutor and mentor Bridgeport students and get angry at the thought that they need a tutor at all. Most
of my students are bright kids who just don’t have the support at school to learn at a good pace. The handful of
students who can afford a tutor or are scholarship recipients are the handful of students who are more likely to
live a successful life. I don’t have to tell you this is wrong because you already know it is. The governor already
knows it's wrong too, but he’s choosing to make us all wait before making it right.

By passing this bill, you are taking one step that will drastically change the future for thousands of people and
change the future of our state for the better.

Please vote “Yes” on S.B. 948 and support its passage in the General Assembly so that our state’s budget
reflects the values of justice and equity in education!

Thank you for your time, consideration, and leadership on this issue.
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